	[image: image1.png]



	County of Amelia, Virginia

Emergency Operations Plan
	June 2007



Hazard Specific Appendix 9
Extreme Heat Emergency
PURPOSE

To protect the public health and safety in the event of an extreme heat emergency affecting Amelia County.

SITUATION AND ASSUMPTIONS
During the months from late Sprint, through the Summer, and into early Fall, Amelia County may experience very high temperatures and humidity for an extended period of time, creating unhealthy conditions for many, especially for the elderly and small children; thus, causing a heat emergency.
There are still many residences without air conditioning or other means of cooling the residence or an area of the residence.  During a heat emergency this could result in adverse health conditions and death.

ORGANIZATION

The Director of Emergency Services or, in his absence, the Deputy Director of Emergency Services, the Coordinator of Emergency Services, and the Deputy Coordinator of Emergency Services, respectively, is responsible for coordinating a response to an extreme heat emergency. 

CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS

General

· Release of information to provide citizen awareness of the heat hazard

· Suggest protective actions that individuals may take

· Consult with the Health Department for advice and additional recommended protective actions

· Partial activation of the Emergency Operating Center
· Open cooling centers.  These initially would be the same facilities that are used for emergency shelters.  These cooling centers would provide a cool environment where individuals come between the hours of 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

· No meals are to be provided, but water would be available.
Staffing

· We would request Department of Social Services to provide a minimum of one person to be at the cooling center during the hours of operation for the purpose of registering visitors and providing general supervision.  This may require call in of personnel on weekends.

· Department of Social Services will provide an EOC liaison and assist in identifying individuals who may need assistance
· Individuals calling 911 or other emergency number will be referred to Department of Social Services

Transportation

· The Department of Social Services would attempt to arrange for transportation for those not having any.  This may require the use of county emergency services, as well as school buses from Public Schools.
Security

· The Amelia County Sheriff’s Department would provide security services to the cooling centers upon request from a representative of Department of Social Services.
Public Information

· The Amelia County Public Information Office (PIO) or designee would make news releases regarding the status of operations of the cooling centers.
Communications

· Normal communications will be via commercial telephone between the cooling centers and the EOC.

· If conditions warrant, request Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Services (RACES) volunteers to provide radio communication between cooling centers and EOC.
Alternate Cooling Centers

· If the operation of the primary cooling centers is not adequate to meet the demand, we would consider opening additional cooling centers at:

· Fire stations.

· Schools with air conditioning.

· Air-conditioned church halls.

· Service clubs with air conditioning.

DIRECTION AND CONTROL

During a heat emergency, the Coordinator of Emergency Management shall notify the County Administrator that there is a heat emergency, recommending that the cooling centers be opened.
The County Administrator, after consulting with the Director of Emergency Management, will authorize the cooling centers to be opened.
After being authorized to open the cooling centers, the Coordinator of Emergency Management or designee will notify the Department of Social Services to staff the cooling centers.  The EOC will be activated with sufficient staff to direct and control operations.  The Department of Social Services, Red Cross and Schools will provide staff support as required.

ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

The Department of Social Services or their designees will procure any supplies needed to operate the cooling centers including ice, cold drinks, cups, paper products, etc., and will maintain all receipts, etc.
The Department of Social Services will document all staff time and cost.
All other outside agencies (Fire Departments, Schools, etc.) will keep records of operating expenses.
All expenses for reimbursement relating to the cooling centers will be submitted to the Coordinator of Emergency management for approval for reimbursement from a County designated fund account.
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